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As the modern world is taking steps toward a millennium of sustainable development, the 

utilization of mineral resources which are non-renewable resources has to be made taking into 

account new elements and values in society which are intricately liked with sustainable 

development including the issues of climate change, human rights violation, the  rights of mother 

nature , geopark, bioregional conservation, biodiversity, corporate social responsibility and 

entrepreneurial responsibility throughout the supply chain.   

The new minerals law, the Minerals Act, B.E. 2560 (2017), offers new provisions which are 

interesting and different from the previous law, enacted since 50 years ago (the Minerals Act BE 

2510). It sets out directions for the management of mineral resources in Thailand while we are 

stepping into a new millennium of sustainable development. Despite its flaws, the new provisions 

serve as a steppingstone to usher in concepts and principles linked with the profound and 

meaningful sustainable development in the future.   

The Thai state, namely, the Department of Primary Industries and Mines (DPIM) and the 

Mineral Resources Management National Committee (MRMNC), however, appear to not get 

adapted to the dynamism of the new minerals law. Efforts have been vehemently made by them to 

hold back society including the development of the “mineral management master plan” which is 

incompatible with the steps toward a millennium of sustainable development. Such master plan is 

made based on a single-minded perspective on mineral resources whereby wherever mineral 

resources exist, efforts must be made to promote and encourage the approval and permission for 

the state or private sector to extract such mineral resources, no matter how vulnerable or fragile the 

area is, no matter if it is an appropriate area and the area may otherwise warrant preservation.   

This stands contrary to the direction of mineral resource management according to the new 

minerals law which looks at mineral resources from multiangle and respect other functions of such 

mineral resources including an emphasis on conservation and preservation to keep the areas for 



further study of the history and to explore the origin of the world and the universe, the prevention of 

disasters from mining geology, the preservation for the use of the next generation when the 

utilization can be made with appropriate technologies and sciences and causes no impacts on the 

environment, society and health in the future.   

Throughout the implementation of phase one of the 'Mineral Resource Management Master 

Plan (2017 - 2021)' by DPIM and MRMNC, areas have been declared for the exemption of the 

application for various kinds of mineral licenses and concession certificates, the renewal of various 

mineral licenses and the renewal of concession certificates issued by virtue of the previous minerals 

law and those applied before the new minerals law came into effect. They have also issued 

Notifications to designate new areas for quarry mine to serve construction industry with approval 

from the Committee to Designate the Quarry Mining Areas for Construction Industry. Type One of 

privately owned land for mining and the various types of quarry industry shall be declared ‘areas of 

mineral potential' to encourage mining operation without compliance being made as to provisions of 

the new minerals law. The new minerals law clearly provides in Section 17/4 that the designation of 

'areas of mineral potential' shall take into account protected areas including the national park, 

wildlife sanctuary, an area of an ancient monument registered under the law on ancient 

monuments, an area which is absolutely prohibited by law  including an area of a watershed or a 

spring forest, vulnerable and sensitive areas not worth the ecological damage, and other 

destruction the introduction of values to ensure our millennium of sustainable development such as 

the geopark, bioregional conservation, area with biodiversity, areas where the rights of the mother 

nature have to be respected, etc.   

Both DPIM and MRMNC are holding technical consultation meetings on the “draft mineral 

management master plan” no. 2 (2022 – 2026)' repeating the same mistakes since all the 

aforementioned areas are classified as 'areas of mineral potential' without heeding the demands, 

warnings and criticisms of the civic sector that such classification may be in breach of the new 

minerals law. 



The Network of the People Who Own Mineral Resources has given enough chances to 

DPIM and MRMNC. It is high time that opposition should be mounted to push forward our demands 

and to litigate officials and public authorities through to the end of the justice process. We fervently 

want to be part of the world citizens and citizens of Thai society to advocate the world and Thailand 

toward a millennium of sustainable development, to pass on to the next generation our world and 

our country.   

With respect, Network of the People Who Own Mineral Resources   


